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Sacramento Style

By: David Barbour

A new Hard Rock Live gives Califormia’s capital city a major music venue

he Montréal-based theatre February 2022.) The
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Plus, adds that three crew members
can retract the seating in as little as
30 to 45 minutes.

The second level, accessed by
staircase or elevator, leads to the VIP
balconies, which include a meet-and
groet area, photo booths, glass cases
filled with rock memorabiia, and a
full-service bar. “The seating in VIP
booths is fiexible, mixing low chairs
with high tables and stools,"”
Berthiaume-Bergé says. “There's also
a drop-down section, reaching out to
the proscenium; these are the best
seals in the house, being so cicse lo
the action.” He adds that sightines
were a high priority: “There's not a
bad seatl in the house.”

The third level contains the lighting
and projection booths. The lighting rig
InCluces 75 automated lighting units,
consisting of Ayrton Ghiblis and
Boras and Elation Professional Fuze
Profiles and Proteus Rayzor 760s; 32
conventional units, including Flation
Protron 3K Colors and Cuepix WW4s

Altman Lighting PHX3s, and Lycian
followspots; and Chauvet Amhaze
Stadium hazershazers, controlled by
an MA Lighting grandMA3. The light-
ing network is composed of Netgear
M4250 AV Line network swilches and
Pathway 6182 and 6321 Ethernet-to
DMX nodes. Blais says it is "a good.,
basic ighting system.™ to which tour-
INg acts can add ther own gear.

The video system consists of
1,675 sq. ft. of Taylorleds VS3 panels,
deployed on a 15'-by-26" upstage
screen and two IMAG screens, each
measuring 13" by 23°. A remotely
controlled and automated camera
systam is designed o deliver sharp
closa-ups of the artsts

The showroom's interior aiso fea
tures a set of acoustcal sound paneis
in contrasting colors; completing its

ook Is a figurative horizontal oqualiz
or at the proscenium, gold walls at
the back of house, and biue fasciae
on the second level. Light arches,
spanning the walls, are also part of
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the visual signatura. Horizontal ight-
ing effects are embedded in the cail-
ing and acoustical panels. “Francois
and his team designed the acoustical
system based on volumetric calcula-
tions,” says Berthiaume-Bergd. “Most
of the surfaces are labric-wrapped
acoustical paneis. The side galleries,
projecting toward the volume, are
custom-made with variation of thick
ness to break the long straight sur-
faces. The Lapendary panels in the
ceiling handle the lower frequencies;
each has a thick drape, hanging ke a
banana  Thase vibrale, imperceplibly
dissipating the lower frequencies. It's
a tachnique usad a ot in sports facili-
ties with big volumes, and in pools
where the water refiects the sound.”
his arrangement, he acds, “works as
well as the more traditional acoustical
baffies that you are used 1o seeing
But they participate more in the the
atra’s architectural language. With
Hard Rock as our client, we aim for
something efficient yet not overde-
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signad. The listening conditions are
greal.”

The

e sound system, Blais says

consists of gear from L-Acoustics:

ve nine K2s per side with five

mmunication system. Noting
£n0 Plus has designed several

Hard Rock, Blais s

m keep their equipment
choices similar across venues, o
make il easier lor louring acts that
may b

e moving from one Hard Rock
venue [0 another.
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The stage floor arsa is 130" by 517,
0 5q. ft. The hangi
ve the stage and 35

for a total of 6,6¢
height is 45' at
over the house. A 64'-by:

36" portion
of the stage is height-adjustable and
removabile. The main floor load rating
is 350v/sq. 1L A Columbus
McKinnon chain hoist system can be
used on lighting and sound gear as
well as the LED screens. The stage is
also modular, allowing it to be recon
fiqured for various event—for exam
ple, moving a b¢ stball court or

boxing ring into the center of the
‘ M

e
room

Amenities include dressing rooms

pievator with

NCiuCINg the technic

walk, two

tor; tour bus drop off and pariing

expertise 1o design an unparalicie

aciity which will contribut 147

property’s lor

ST

onship we have with

nd their work here in

ound the world.”
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